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SUMMARY: POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETINGS WERE DOMINATED BY 
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ACRIMONIOUS ANGOLA DISCUSSION (SEPTEL). DIRECTORS HOWEVER 
DID MANAGE TO DISCUSS EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE IN SOME DETAIL. 
BRIEF DISCUSSIONS WERE ALSO HELD ON THE SAHARA, KOREA, 

AND EAST- WEST RELATIONS. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS ALSO AGREED 
ON AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS POLITICAL 
COOPERATION MEETINGS IN LUXEMBOURG FEBRUARY 23-24. 

LEBANON, CYPRUS, THE MIDDLE EAST IN GENERAL, AND OTHER 
AGENDA ITEMS INDICATED IN REFTEL B WERE NOT REPEAT NOT 
DISCUSSED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EURO- ARAB DIALOGUE. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS RE- 
VIEWED THEIR STRATEGY FOR DEALING WITH POLITICAL QUES- 
TIONS AT THE GENERAL CONFERENCE (LUXEMBOURG'S 68). 

THEY AGREED THAT LUXEMBOURG'S AMBASSADOR TO ITALY, JEAN 
WAGNER, WOULD GO TO CAIRO DURING THE FIRST HALF OF MARCH 
TO DISCUSS THE AGENDA FOR THE CONFERENCE WITH MR. RIAD, 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ARAB LEAGUE. WAGNER WILL 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS BOTH TECHNICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE CONFERENCE AND THE EC SCENERIO FOR DEALING WITH 
POLITICAL QUESTIONS. THE EC BELIEVES RIAD WILL REACT 
FAVORABLY TO THE TACTIC OF DISPENSING WITH POLITICAL 
QUESTIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING AND THEN GET- 
TING DOWN TO MEANINGFUL TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS. THE EC 
HAS ADOPTED, AS A WORKING HYPOTHESIS, THE THIRD WEEK IN 
MAY FOR THE DATE OF THE CONFERENCE AND WILL ASK THE ARAB 
SIDE TO WORK UNDER THE SAME HYPOTHESIS IN PREPARING 
FOR THE MEETING. 

2. KOREA AT THE UN. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS WELCOMED 
U.S. VIEWS ON THE KOREA ITEM AT THE UN PER REFTEL A. 

THEY AGREE THAT NORTH KOREA WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY PRESS 
THE ISSUE AT THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND WOULD LIKE 
TO BEGIN EARLY. INTENSIVE CONSULTATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

AND OTHERS ON HOW TO MEET THE ISSUE. THERE HAS APPAR 
ENTLY BEEN A CANADIAN INITIATIVE IN NEW YORK TO BEGIN 
CONSULTATIONS ON KOREA WHICH THE NINE APPROVES. AL- 
THOUGH IT WAS NOT FORMALLY DISCUSSED IN THE MEETINGS, 

THERE WAS SOME CORRIDOR CONVERSATION ON A RECENT NORTH 
KOREAN APPROACH TO SEVERAL EEC MEMBER STATES IN GENEVA. 

THE NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR IN GENEVA PROPOSED TO THE 
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LUXEMBOURGERS AND OTHERS THAT HIGH LEVEL CONTACTS BE 
UNDERTAKEN BILATERALLY TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF RELATIONS WITH KOREA. THE LUXEMBOURGERS AND 
OTHERS RESPONDED THAT THEY WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
MIDDLE-LEVEL, NON-OFFICIAL CONTACTS BUT THAT THE NORTH 
KOREANS MUST REALIZE THAT THEIR GOVERNMENTS ARE NOT PRE- 
PARED TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA AS LONG 
AS THE SOVIET BLOC COUNTRIES REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE SOUTH 
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KOREA. THERE HAS BEEN NO FURTHER WORD FROM NORTH KOREA 
SINCE THESE EXCHANGES REPORTEDLY OCCURRED ABOUT SIX 
WEEKS AGO. IN THEIR INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS OF THE NORTH 
KOREAN APPROACH. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS MINUS DENMARK WHICH 
RECOGNIZES NORTH KOREA AGREED THAT IT HAD BEEN HANDLED BY THE 
VARIOUS MEMBER STATES IN AN APPROPRIATE WAY. 

3. SAHARA. IN A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE CURRENT PO- 
LITICAL/MILITARY SITUATION IN THE SAHARA, THE POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS UNANIMOUSLY AGREED THAT THE EC-NINE SHOULD 
STAY COMPLETELY OUT OF THE CONFLICT. WHILE A MAIORITY 
OF THE MEMBER STATES ARE PARTIAL TO THE MOROCCANS, 

THERE IS NO SENTIMENT WHATEVER IN FAVOR OF ANY SORT 
OF EC DEMARCHE OR INTERVENTION. 

4. EAST- WEST RELATIONS. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS RE- 
CEIVED AN EXPERTS GROUP REPORT ON DETENTE IN THE POST- 
HELSINKI PERIOD. THE REPORT INDICATED THAT THE RUS- 
SIANS WILL VERY LIKELY PRESS FOR EUROPE-WIDE MEETINGS 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORTATION AND ENERGY. THE 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAVE NOT DEVELOPED A DETAILED STRATEGY 
FOR RESPONDING TO POSSIBLE RUSSIAN INITIATIVES IN THESE 
AREAS BUT RECOMMEND THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTERS CONSIDER 
THE QUESTION AT THEIR FEBRUARY 23-24 MEETINGS. 

5. IN ADDITION TO EAST- WEST ISSUES, THE POLITICAL DI 
RECTORS WILL RECOMMEND THAT THE FEBRUARY 23-24 AGENDA 
INCLUDE ITEMS ON ANGOLA, THE EURO-ARAB DIALGOUE, AND 
TERRORISM. THE LATTER ITEM RESULTS FROM FRG INSISTENCE 
THAT THE COMMUNITY CONSIDER SOME MEANS OF FOCUSING 
INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION ON THE PROBLEM. THE TINDEMANS 
REPORT WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED AT THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
MEETINGS BECAUSE THE NINE HAVE AGREED TO DEFER CONSID- 
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ERATION OF THE REPORT UNTIL THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING 
IN THE LATE SPRING. PHILLIPS 
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